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I want to know 

Christ—yes, to know 

the power of his 

resurrection and 

participation in his 

sufferings  

                        What are our goals? 

                              - What is God’s purpose for the coming year?                                            
                                     - How can I grow this year?      
                              - How can I help the church to grow?                                                                                    
 
Introduction: 
What are your goals for 2015? The hedonistic goal of many is just to be 

happy. But happiness doesn’t come by 
perusing it, but rather by following Jesus 
Christ and His goals. If we are born again 
then our new DNA is to function as part of 
the body of Christ. We are only happy when 
we are functioning as we were made to – to 
glorify God and take our part in building His 
church. 
 
God wants you to grow spiritually this year. 
In first place this means to become more 

like Jesus: more patient, peaceful, loving, joyful, etc. Or it can mean to be 
more full of faith to work miracles, use the gifts of the spirit, prophecy more, 
have more words of wisdom, etc. Let’s look at some verses that help us to 
see what God wants: 
 
I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, 
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, 
but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But 
one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I 
press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on 
some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let 
us live up to what we have already attained. Philippians 3:10-16 

Paul clearly states His goal and vision for the future here: 
I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and 
participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, 
somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 
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hold of me.  

- This was Paul’s simple goal: to know Christ. He also said: “For me to live is 
Christ, to die is gain” (Phil 1:21) and “I have been crucified with Christ and I 
no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal 2:20). 

How do we progress in knowing Christ? 
Mainly by reading or hearing His Word daily 
and doing what it says. 
 
Not that I have already obtained all this, or 
have already arrived at my goal, but I press 
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus 
took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do 

not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
- While we can say that we already know the Lord, there are always greater 
depths to know Him more. I may have lived with the same person many years 
but unless I make it a goal to know them better, we will drift apart. I need to 
spend time with them, and during that time make it an aim to make my goals 
theirs and their goals mine; to learn about their past and their desires for the 
future. So it is with the Lord only much more urgent. Spending time with Him 
daily, seeking to please Him at every moment is principally how I will grow 
closer to Him.  
 
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 
me heavenward in Christ Jesus 
- Paul here was clearly very heavenly minded. If we are not heavenly minded 
then we are of no earthly use as whatever we produce will, like wood, hay or 
stubble, be burned up on the great Day of Judgement. (1 Cor 3:12)  We need 
to “press on” with a sense of urgency. 
 
All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on 
some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. Only let 
us live up to what we have already attained. 
- Maturity is to think alike, and where we differ, to seek the Lord that He 
would make us one in thought. We should also be careful to maintain the 
unity we have already attained. 
 
New year’s resolutions: 
It’s a great idea to make a new year’s resolution but it can be discouraging if 
we are not able to keep it. The best way forward is to pray and ask God what 
He would like you to resolve to do and then ask Him for strength to do it.  



Growth – both individual and church 

These notes accompany an audio message given in Oxford on 11
th

 January 2015. For further copies please see riversoflife.co.uk. 

I have made myself a 

slave to everyone, to 

win as many as 

possible. 

 
The resolution needs to be very practical: For instance, if you would like to 
lose weight, then developing a habit of walking an extra mile each day is 
probably the best way of doing this. Walking also allows time to pray, so can 
be very productive indeed. Have a set time to do this – early in the morning, 

last thing at night, midday during a break. If 
your resolution is to see someone become a 
Christian through your involvement with 
them, then ask the Lord to lay someone on 
your heart; pray for them; make a priority to 
be with them perhaps weekly. That way you 
won’t reach the end of the year and find that 
nothing has happened. If you’re not sure 

who to pray for, it’s probably a person whom God has already put in your 
path. Paul certainly had the goal to see people come into the Kingdom of God 
as we see here: “Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself 
a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible. To the Jews I became like a 
Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one under the law 
(though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. To 
those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am 
not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not 
having the law. To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become 
all things to all people so that by all possible means I might save some. I do 
all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.” (1 Cor. 
9:19-23) 

Stop to give thanks 
Sometimes we are so intent on building for the future that we don’t take time 
to give thanks to God for what He has already done. Like a mountain climber 
who having conquered a high peak, instead of pausing to enjoy the view, 
sees another peak that is higher and is already making plans in his mind how 
to conquer that one. Giving thanks and praise to God is the staple diet of all 
that we do, and leaving this out will make us frantic, impatient and nervous, 
unhealthy and never really glorifying Him with our works. 
 
Church growth 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe at the many 
wonders and signs performed by the apostles.  All the believers were 
together and had everything in common.  They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need.  Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
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Like living stones, 

you are being built 

into a spiritual house 

to be a holy 
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spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God 

through Jesus Christ 

together with glad and sincere hearts,  praising God and enjoying the favour 
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. Acts 2:42-47 
The Holy Spirit led the first church to be glorious, and this serves as an 
example of how He wants us to be today – devoted to good teaching, 
fellowship, remembering the Lord’s sacrifice for us and eating together, and 
dedicated to prayer. As we do this so He will work signs and wonders among 
us. Our lifestyle is to be one of sharing all we have with the needy, daily 
meeting together in the congregation and homes, eating together, praising 
God. As we do this so those around us will regard us with favour and the Lord 
will add daily those who are being saved. 
 
Conclusion: 
Genuine personal and church growth come as we seek to know Jesus more, 
and follow the lifestyle of the early church. This produces fruit that will remain, 
not just fleeting conversions of those who raise their hands in the meeting, 

but a much deeper love for Jesus and His 
people. As each one of us does their part, so 
the Lord’s temple will grow stronger, larger 
and more glorious this year. 

As you come to him, the living Stone—
rejected by humans but chosen by God and 
precious to him— you also, like living stones, 
are being built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 1 
Peter 2:4,5. 

 
So this year let’s follow God’s goals – to 

build a people who really love Him and each other, firstly in our homes, 
secondly with all Christians around us and in our congregation and thirdly 
praying for the church around the world for peace, security and unity. As we 
do so, we will see God at work and His building will be stronger and more 
glorious with each passing day. Amen. 
 
 
 
Songs: I want to serve the purpose of God; All I once held dear; The greatest thing in 
all my life; for I’m building a people of power 


